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Development of sustainability as an event issue 









Demountable, temporary venues in iconic locations 

Greenwich Park - Equestrian Horse Guards Parade – Beach Volleyball 



Flowers, medals, bags and cauldron... 
Sustainability at Games time 





 



 



 



Sustainability at Games time 
...and uniforms 

• 100% sustainable 
content in all items 

– Recycled polyester 

– Including water 
bottle and umbrella 

• Most sustainable 
trainer 

– 70% pattern efficient 

• Minimal Paralympic 
conversion kit 
eliminating waste 

 



London 2012 Learning Legacy 

http://learninglegacy.independent.gov.uk 



Implications of Olympic Agenda 2020 

Recommendation #4 

Include sustainability in all aspects of the Olympic 
Games 

• The IOC to take a more proactive position and leadership role 
with regard to sustainability and ensure that it is included in 
all aspects of the planning and staging of the Olympic Games 

Recommendation #5 

Include sustainability within the Olympic Movement’s 
daily operations 

• The IOC to embrace sustainability principles 

 



Who else is doing sustainability 

• IOC and OCOGs 

• UEFA 

• World Expos 

• Americas Cup 

• Ryder Cup 

• Major venues – Rolland Garros, 
Croke Park… 

• Event managers and suppliers – 
UBM Live, MCI, Ignition, Eve… 



Key issues for event suppliers 

• Design for disassembly 

• Materials specifications 

• Zero waste 

• Low carbon 

• Sustainable sourcing and supply 
chain management 

• Labour rights 

 



Sustainable Sourcing: here to stay 

 
 
 
 

Tokyo 2020 
 
Sustainable Sourcing Code 

– in prep 

 
 
 
 



Finding better ways of doing things 



Timber sourcing: a priority issue 



Standards and tools 

• ISO 20121 

• Sedex 

• FSC / PEFC timber certification 

• Global Reporting Initiative 

• Carbon footprinting 

• Learning legacy case studies 

• Olympic Sustainability Compass 
http://extrassets.olympic.org/OGKM/2013/Sustainability/index.html 



Discussion: what this means for AGES members 

• Move towards temporary, 
demountable, semi-permanent 
structures  

• Global operations, common 
standards 

• Opportunities for innovation 

• Increasing client demand 

• Getting ahead of the game 

 



Thank you 


